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Example Argumentative Essay
Spending time away from home and the familiar is an important part of education.

We all feel safe and secure in the comfort of our home. Everything and everyone is known and familiar.
However, not venturing out of the house and being too strictly attached to the same place can limit one’s
potential and learning. What is education? It is not merely the knowledge that you gain inside a classroom,
or from a teacher. That is known as formal education. But informal education is a crucial part of one’s
learning. It can be in the form of parents, relatives, peers and media. Another important educator is
experience. Therefore, in light of this, the education that someone receives outside of the comfort zone
of the house is crucial for a wholesome education.

When plunging into the unknown, one must be prepared to encounter numerous challenges. This
encourages the individual to adopt a positive mindset about challenges. Rather than becoming burdened
by the tasks ahead and the uncertainties, one would learn to perceive the obstacles as challenges which
need to be won. If a person has a defeatist and pessimistic disposition towards life in general, facing life
becomes a tedious and overwhelming task. However, if a person has learnt through experience that the
obstacles are rather opportunities where you can reimagine, reinvent and restructure who you are, that
will be an invaluable part of education — it is life changing. When you get stuck inside the complacency of
your home, even your mind will get stagnated; you lose appetite for any challenge.

Embarking on journeys into the unfamiliar gives you perspective. As you learn about new cultures, you
understand that your way of doing things, believing or even your way of perceiving things are not the only
way. This illumination will compel you to become more empathetic to people of different cultures and
generate a new respect towards diversity. If you decide to spend some time in areas where there are
communities and cultures that you are not familiar with, and if you get to speak to some of them, the
lifestyles, worldviews and experiences they share with you will open your mind to a whole new world. If
we remain in our homes and focus only on our little bubble of existence, we will become parochial and
insular, like a frog in the well.

On the other hand, it helps you to appreciate what you have. Sometimes, we complain about certain
things that many people around the world wish for. Excess and pride can go together. Therefore, to
humble ourselves and to understand the privilege that we perhaps enjoy, we need to let go of the familiar
and explore the unfamiliar. Traveling beyond our comfort zones will inspire us to make changes to our
lifestyles; it may even direct our paths in life — many people choose their career paths in order to help
people in need!

Finally, moving out of the familiar refreshes your mind. When people get used to the things they are
surrounded with, their thinking may get adjusted to the particular place and situations around it.
Therefore, a general sense of complacency and ennui could descend upon such a mind. However,
encountering new settings, new people, new smells, scents and sights can invigorate the sense of curiosity
and the sparkle of joy —this sense of fulfillment or contentment is one of the most important yet neglected
parts of education!



